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Yelgava and vicinity 

°f. Ye i eava was damaged during the war. Churches ha^ been restored, hut 
not their towers Latvian monuments, including a statue of the Latvian president 
^ removed, and a statue of Lenin had been erected in front of the rail- ’ 

•brid^« tati ° n '+v, Ih n ?, treet oalled Katola iela had been completely destroyed. Both 
bridges over the Drikea and Bielupe were wooden ones, and probably temporal 
At the marketplace there was a wooden fence arouhd- the market, with gates on* four 
comers, J n ® ide the fence ’booths for vendors* also barber shops clothing 
butcbe f .«* o^er shops. A bus Uni was running on Li^a iSa 

t °*t. tbe the bus was a small one, carrying only 10-12 passengers ■' 

In the spring of 1951 the town of Yelgava was partially flooded. B^en Sciema 
Wat6r ° Ih6re W6re a ° Qen | 1 f n3 ln the camp near the sugar factory a e of 


There was a big airfield in Yelgava 

through, I 

[ 


H When coming to the town, or passing 


*— 1 ®ound of motors from the northern part of the town 

J bombers were operating from this airport, because!"^ I the 

if 8 .® Tirurihs uor>a r) « „ _ . _ I 1 


— — r . * ci jo i y u jl v a ue cause I tna 

cite *' here P^tlce bombs were dropped and where there were buildings to indi- 
cate targets, as, for example, a dummy bridge. This area is near the forester's 

rSThiHir* f i?* 1 * (K6e - 38 ’ * 23 - 17 > *>» s z 

t h A woodsthere was a civilian guard in a shack, and the forest- 

fofthe bombar ?b ? e f° r ® g £f ng further ’ if there was any training scheduled 
S2 tha ! d f y * Ihou « h the kolkhoz administration always asked by 

^ !L! r „™L!v!,! rea ! ae fr ? e before the workers started to drive to 


oeen training scheduled 9 workers v 

fere not permitted to enter the area. 1 
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SOCKET 


The Yelgava- Tukums (N56-59, E23-10) road was in poor condition 
| | The Berze-Dobele road was in equally 

poor condition/ and the streets in Dcbele were in poor repair* though Liela 
iela in Yelgava Was being repaired in the fall of 1950. Bridges were intact 
on the Berze-Debele and Berze-Yelgava roads. In the fall of 1950 I I 

I I the Yelg&va-Riga road in very good condition, apparently repaired. There 
was a bridge over the Memele River near Bauska (B56-24, B24-10) in 1947 and a 
new bridge was erected there in 1948. 

The main means of transportation was still the carriage. A stable in Yelgava 
charged about five rubles to watch the horses while their 'owner was in town. 
Workers could not afford 700*- 1400 rubles for a bicycle, and bicycles were 
seldom seen on country roads. 'The motor vehicle most often seen wan a l^-2~ 
ton truck. Kirov kolkhoz did not have a truck of its ewn> but the machine 
tractor station was said to have several. Those seen on the highway were 
Soviet ZlSes or Molotovs. 

There waB a Yelgava- Tukums bus which left Yelgava for Tukums in the evening 
and arrived in Yelgava at 1000 the following morning. The bus was a small one, 
carrying 10-12 pas sengers. I I the fare from Berze to Yelgava 

| | was six rubles. Anyone was .allowed to use the taxis, but 

aside from them one saw only military vehicles on the road. In April 1951 
taxi fare was two rubles/kilometer. ' 

3jh%station at livberze had not been damaged, and there was free access to the 
tracks. The railroad between Yelgava and Tukums was single-track. Passenger 
trains were in operation only every other day. At about 1500 there was a train 
in the direction of Tukums , and the next day ab out 0300 the train came back in 
the direction of Yelgava. | l it was an ordinary train, con- 

taining firsthand second-class carriages. A ticket from Livberze- Yelgava cost 
13 rubles,, third-class^ in 1951. The train arrived in Riga via Yelgava at 0700. 

I H it meant one day’s 

extra wait if one came early in the morning to Yelgava for one day. Usually 
source walked 18 kilometers and then took a taxi. There was no difficulty in 
obtaining a ticket, either in Livberze or other stations. 

There was a cooperative store in Berze where one could buy almost anything when 
it was available. Most people, however, shopped in Yelgava. The Universalveikals 
shop in Yelgava was a two*- story bui lding with seve ral departments, open from * 

1100 to 1800. In the fall of 19 50, | |a pai r of rubber-soled shoes, 

called M tanks’ 1 , for 125 rubles. | |a sport coat for 175 

rubles at a tailors 11 artel. A lso available on the market were old army items. 

I I an army overcoat, dyed blue, for 300 rubles. 

I | also able to buy a pair of black leather boots. Dzintars cigarettes cost 

tea rubles for ^ package of 100 and are genuine cigarettes, as are’Hokka 
cigarettes. Papirosi cigarettes came in the following brands? Kasbsk, ex- 
tremely long, Priboj, Belomor, Riga, and Sports. Sports were available only 
after 1951, though they were well known before the war. Other prices were? 


Gpmmpdiky 

Unit 

Price (in mi 

A colored postcard ♦ 

1 

50 kop 

A bar of home-made soap 

i 

4-5 rb 

A razor set 

1 

11 rb 

Razor blades 

10 

4 rb 

A 10 x 15 cm, mirror 

1 

9 rb 

A small, imi tat ion- leather suitcase 

T 

32 rb 

Butter 

kg 

2&~30 pb 

Sugar 


12-19 It 
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1 th f nea f est barDer sh op was in Livberze. There a Latvian woman 

° f ad shaves at her home. When she moved away from Livberze 

laf in 1950, one had to go to Yelgava for a barber's service. There barbers 
worked market days in booths along the market fence. A haircut cost two 
rubles; a haircut plus shave 9 three rubles „ 


run by some State organization 


The restaurants were 


_ I YV ^ A ^ 

• ° ut there were waiters and waitresses as in 

p iyate restauran.s. Most people drank heavily. 40 per cent vodka cost 25 
rubles per xiter and 56 per cent vodka cost 35 rubles per liter. Kolkhozniki 
made beer from barley or, more usually, from sugar beets. In a bar or krogs a 
° Ti3 T ? Sl f 8 ° f teer and 100 S rams of brandy, The beer"^ 

, 27 rubles! 7 ° T ^ leS ' A b ° Ule ° f brana ^ or MHBlgBa. cost 

Kirov Kolkhoz 

* ke J°^u 0Z " h !“ flrBt ° r s anlzed was called Berze, but in the fall of 1950 
the kolkhozy of Berze and Zemgali were united under the name of Kirov It 
was administered entirely by Latvians, except for one Soviet who married a 
Latvian woman.. To the south, the border of the kolkhoz was the river Berze 
It bordered upo:> Auseikas, including GlAznieki, and followed the road to 
gain! and Jux.si to the railroad. Altogether there were 2500 hectares 

i!c!^ 0rlng l olkhozy were named Daile ^ d Stars, but source does not know their 
locations. The center of the Kirov kolkhoz was in SaulieSi, and the accountant 
ior tne kolkhoz lived there. This center had a telephone connection 

®° t | f dk ' i ' 6y fr0lI ‘ tlle ml11 ln Bersmuiza, produced by a small motor. In Upeslici 
some houses, had electricity and telephones, hut had to use oil laws because no 
urront was being delivered from the Kegums power station. Other houses did 

center ? hv nv eP l' ali 1 S; BQ * the rea< j te bri S ades h » d been connected to the 

the f’ J„ ^ l nost phone calls were to the police, to 

Tractor sn!+i t0 bh -eFarty offices in Yelgava and Bob el e, and to the Machine 
I ft,! f °“ S D “ Yelgava arid Dcbele - Only a few of the houses and buildings 
hb - z * were damaged in the war, hut only a few of these had been 

repaired or rebuilt. Best royed buildings included the 'foil owing: Upmali 
rXm ^ t ^ e fj ab1fi0 l Sauliesi ( stables and bare the barn having been 
is inta-tl lnC m ® aulie “ iwa * the center of the kolkhoz^ delmi, Ciruli (the bridge 
The stat'V ® a T? r f (reBalred bv fo ™ er °wne*), Bervihi (stables and barn), 
mve V a ’V livbep * e not been ruined s nor hadthe center of Berze 
he farmer jagagtnams there now had a post office on the second floor and 

IW^f^W and mlllUa da wnstairs. There wm, only one Soviet militiaman. 

Many of the termer owners of the farms md oeen deported. The most recent 

»f^s.i.' ldow 5alc * tmu ° 1 f *» *» 


Jt! v dld kOTe its own doct ° p - When a member of the kolkhoz froze 

his big toe in the winter of 1949-50, he was sent to a physician in BSrze 
who was the doctor for the rayon. This doctor, a Latvian of abL bO years 
fonrwi/T t0 l P f®‘ a certiflcata relieving him from work for the 

Daid"'for e th a U ^ WeekS “, The P aUeCt was aot allowed t0 work, but he was not 
P , d * . or , , tk , four weeks, which vere not counted as working days in his trudovava 

f Slary WaS pald only for da -Y s worked, although for certain 
indurJ* v k t f day ! Creai ' i WSS glven for 0,16 day worked. Neither was the 
i^ ar * d ^ 0 . rke f 6dven food or other support during the four-week layoff His 
th WP / ! Wlth f00d over this P e nod of time. The appointment with 

® aad th ® certificate were free of charge, but a patient had to 

pay for his own medicines. Since there was no pharmacy in Bar™, «n 
were prepared by the doctor. | F * V i V p rze - °±i aru g a 

L ■ . 1 ®k er e was also a veterinarian in Berze. He was a 

S8 " ed aot only Kirov kolkhoz. in which he resided, but several 
otner Kolkhozy also, * 


1 
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Radio and Press 

In Kirov kolkhoz all hut one person were Latvians, The one exception was a 
Soviet who had married a Latvian. This man had a big radio and was able to * 
listen to several broadcasting stations* There was no regulation as to what 
not to listen to, but everybody knew that it was best to be cautious and not 
to listen to Western broadcasts* Whether or not the man did listen is not 
known* The apparatus operated from ba tteries 0 since there was no electricity 
in the houres ot the kolkhoz. In 1950 0 | ~| bought a crystal set, called 

Koffisomoltts and costing 45 rubles. The annual fee was 5 rubles. However, 
one could receive only the local broadcasting station at Riga. One could hear 
other stations*, but never distinctly. This Komsomoletei set was quite popular* 
Riga broadcast in Latvian and in Russian , closing with the Soviet Latvian 
anthem. The moat widely read newspaper was Gina , which cost 25 kopeks. It 
was received by subscription on the farm where source was living. Another 
newspaper was printed in Telgava and was called Zemgales Komunists . Heither 
I one of them was Intere sting, but there were no other publications ! | 

Labor Camps 


railroad slop, there was established a colony for convicts. 1 1 


i 1 


There was also a camp near the farm Balozx on the 


c 


H presumes that the convicts 


performed farm labor. 

Military 

All youths born 19 30, 1931, and 1932 were ordered to appear in Dobele at the 
army drait board. I l a third German from the same kolkhoz 

ware ordered by the chairman of their kolkhoz to go to Dobele to the house of 
the militia. They went by means of a horse team provided by their kolkhoz, 
each with a document stating that he had been called before the draft board 
and therefore had with him certain documents. The draft board consisted of 
Soviets in uniform,, mostly doctors. One woman among them was a Latvian doctor 
who served as interpreter, since most of the youths were Latvians, though 
there were also Soviets. Ho exception #as made for the Germans, though they 
had no documents other than The military doctors 

made all examinations on the spot except chest X-rays, which were made in the 
town Hospital by a Dr. Francmanis, a Latvian who spoke perfect German and was 
very kind to the German group. He was director of the hospital during' the 
German occupation and still held that position. After the examination, all 

f 1 InrH ? 


25X1 those examined were aeat home with a paner st.nUng t,h« hnnrH-' 
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. I of the Germans, who was 21 years of age, was 

drafted in April 1951, shortly before documents were issued to Germans. He 
was ordered again to Dobele and from there s ent to Riga. | | 


14. 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


Holidays 

TTemHirs of the kolkhoz were not permitted to celebrate Christmas, because Hew 
Years was celebrated instead, with the Christmas tree called Hew Year 1 s tree* 
and Santa Glaus called Grandpa Frost. Children had to attend school* and 
parents did not dare disobey, though at home the people tried to put on a 
festive mood by making cookies and talking about former days. Besides Hew 
Yea^Sj, | HI the 1st of May and the 7th of Hovember as holidays. 

There ware meetings i n Ferae on these days* with somebody from the town speak- 
ing.^ Otherwise the celebration consisted of getting drunk afterwards. Jani 
St. John 1 s day, was cel eb rat ed | | 

I [ There was no Easter or Whitsuntide celebration. People 

still sang Latvian songs, although many Soviet songs were known. It is signifi- 
cant that the yout h of the kolkhoz, w hen singing the Soviet songs, interpolated 
anti-Soviet texts. [ 1 one of these changed texts which parodies 

the famous song about Moseows "Oh Moscow* thou magnificent, thou never con- 
querable.... 11 This song was sung in Latvian as follows s 
Ak Maskava, tu pisdirsta 
Tu muzam neiztirama 

"Oh Moscow, thou full of manure, thou never to be cleaned . ... n 
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